
WHAT DOES MY SEWER 
CHARGE PAY FOR? 

 

Attend a local meeting to get 
the facts you need to have.  

 

PUBLIC  MEETING SCHEDULE 
 

July  16, 2009   7ɀ9PM 
Drake High School  Gym  
 

August 20 , 2009  7ɀ9PM 
Bacich School Gym  
 

September 17, 2009  7-9PM 
Bacich School Gym  

 

See web site for details 

 

 

 

Ross Valley Sanitary District  
Board of Directors 

 

Pat Guasco  ς  President 
 

Marcia Johnson  ς  Secretary 
 

Sue Brown  ς  Treasurer 
 

Steve Vanni 
 

Dr. Peter Wm. Sullivan 
 

Let your Directors know how they are doing at RVSD.ORG 
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Consent Decree : 
Progress through 
2009ȣ  P. 2-3 

Do you know :  
Factoids about the 
environmentȣ  P. 3 

The Ross Valley Sanitary District is the oldest Sanitary District in Marin County.  Our customers are the 50,000 

plus people of Fairfax, Sleepy Hollow, San Anselmo, Ross, Kentfield, Greenbrae, San Quentin, Murray Park and 

Larkspur.  The District maintains 195 miles of sewer mainlines and 20 lift and pump stations, and has a 60 

million dollar 10 year capital improvement plan.  RVSD is governed by a 5 member Board of Directors who are 

elected at large, and Board meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month (Subject to change).   See  RVSD.ORG 

c.   

Directors ȭ Message: 
The Lateral Grant 
Programȣ  P. 2 

Grus Americana:  
 

The North American  
Wooping Crane  

RVSD Employee 
loading a manhole 
cone onto a service 

truck  

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

RRVVSSDD  DDIIRREECCTTOORRSSΩΩ  MMEESSSSAAGGEE    
  

Have you had problems with the sewer lateral at 

your home or business?   Is it time to repair or 

replace your PRIVATE sewer service lateral?  

Private sewer lateral work can be costly, and 

this essential utility is too important to ignore. 
  

TThhee  sseewweerr  llaatteerraall  iiss  tthhee  PPRRIIVVAATTEE  ppoorrtt iioonn  ooff  tthhee  

sseewweerr  ppiippee  tthhaatt   tt rraannssppoorrttss  wwaasstteewwaatteerr  aawwaayy  

ffrroomm  oouurr  hhoommeess,,  sscchhoooollss,,  bbuussiinneesssseess::  uupp  ttoo  tthhee  

sseewweerr  MMaaiinn,,  wwhheerree  iitt   tthheenn  bbeeccoommeess  tthhee  

rreessppoonnssiibbiilliittyy  ooff  tthhee  DDiisstt rriicctt ..    TToo  ppuutt   tthhiiss  iinnttoo  

ppeerrssppeecctt iivvee,,  tthhee  DDiisstt rriicctt   mmaaiinnttaaiinnss  aabboouutt   119955  

mmiilleess  ooff  SSeewweerr  MMaaiinn--LLiinneess,,  aanndd  tthheerree  aarree  

aapppprrooxxiimmaatteellyy  220000  mmiilleess  ooff  pprriivvaattee  sseewweerr  

llaatteerraallss..  
  

TThhee  LLaatteerraall  GGrraanntt   PPrrooggrraamm  iiss  bbeeiinngg  

iimmpplleemmeenntteedd  ttoo  aassssiisstt   oouurr  ccuussttoommeerrss  wwiitthh  

rreeppaaiirriinngg  tthhiiss  iimmppoorrttaanntt   ccoommppoonneenntt   ooff  tthhee  

ccoolllleecctt iioonn  ssyysstteemm..    AApppplliiccaatt iioonnss  wwiillll  bbeeggiinn  bbeeiinngg  

aacccceepptteedd  wwiitthh  tthhee  aaddoopptt iioonn  ooff  tthhee  22000099--1100  FFYY  

bbuuddggeett ..    ~~    RRVVSSDD  BBooaarrdd  
  

  

  

  

  

lllleecctt iioonn  ssyysstteemm..    IIff  yyoouu  tthhiinnkk  yyoouu  mmaayy  hhaavvee  pprroobblleemmss  wwiitthh  

yyoouurr  sseewweerr  llaatteerraall  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt   tthhee  DDiissttrriicctt   aanndd  aasskk  hhooww  

yyoouu  ccaann  ggeett   aassssiissttaannccee  wwiitthh  mmaakkiinngg  tthheessee  rreeppaaiirrss..      PPaatt   
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RVSD maintains 20 lift and pump stations across the Ross Valley.  

The stations pump over 4 million gallons of wastewater a day 

during dry weather.  During power outages the sites can be 

connected to generators to keep the wastewater flowing away 

from your homes and businesses.  RVSD employee Steve Duffy 

demonstrates connecting a generator to a Lift Station panel. 

Fog rolling in on Mt. Tam 

Consent Decree Status ð FY2009 

In 2006, as a result of the concerns of a Ross 

Valley resident, the District negotiated terms 

for a Consent Decree.  Consent Decrees are 

often associated with negative perceptions.  

However, a consent decree is an opportunity 

for a wastewater utility such as The Ross 

Valley Sanitary District to put the practices of 

the past aside and rise up to become a leader 

in the industry. 

That same year and again two years later in 

June of 2008, a group of leaders referred to as 

the RVSD Reform Board took over the District 

and proceeded to lead RVSD to exceeding 

every measure listed under the terms of the 

agreement.  ~  Page 3 

(Continued on pg. 3) 
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For example, one of the terms is that the District CCTV (Video Inspect) 4 miles of sewer mainlines on 
average per year.  This equals a total of 12 required miles by the end of FY2009.  However, the District 
will have videoed over 30 miles of sewer pipe by the end of FY2009, far exceeding the expectations 
under the Consent Decree. 
 

Finally, the largest requirement under the terms of the agreement is that RVSD average replacing or 
repairing 2 miles of sewer mainlines per year.  This would equal a total of 6 miles of new or repaired 
pipe by the end of FY2009.  However, by the end of FY2009 the District will have installed or repaired 
7.55 miles of sewers, again far exceeding the requirements as set forth under the Consent Decree.    
 

Though not specifically spelled out, in an effort  to increase communication to District rate payers, 
RVSD designed RVSD.ORG.  This web site is a good starting point for most questions regarding the 
District, and your feedback and concerns are always welcome.  ~  RVSD.ORG 
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Consent Decree Status Continued 

Do you know?  
 

Do you know that two gallons of salt water are required in 

order to create one gallon of fresh potable drinking water?  

Desalinizing salt water is a cumbersome energy 

consumptive process which leaves a high saline discharge 

that can be very damaging to marine life if not disposed of 

ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΧ    

Do you know?   

Χis a section of the 

newsletter that will 

deal with either an 

environmental concern 

or something unique 

from the industry each 

issue. 

~~    SSEERRVVII NNGG      TTHHEE      RROOSSSS      VVAALLLLEEYY      FFOORR      OOVVEERR      111100    YYEEAARRSS    ~~  

 

RVSD employee Noel Sandoval feeding CCTV 

underground video equipment into the 

collection system to inspect pipe condition.  

Noel is viewing the monitor to see the condition 

of the inside of the pipe.  If you see Noel in your 

community take a moment to say hello.   
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The Ross Valley Sanitary District has purchased a new home.  The administrative functions of the District will 
be handled at 2960 Kerner Blvd, San Rafael: just East of Francisco Blvd, and South of Bellam 
approximately 5 city blocks.  This purchase represents a more prudent use of rate-payer�·s money by owning an 
asset, instead of paying rent for temporary space at the Central M arin Sanitation Agency.  �0�R�U�H���Q�H�[�W���L�V�V�X�H�« 
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Ross Valley Sanitary District 
2960 Kerner Blvd 
San Rafael, CA  ~  94901 
RVSD.ORG 

Where excellence equals the highest in customer service, hard work and transparency to those we serve! 


